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›› Developments for all vehicle segments
›› Special solutions for the ultra-high-performance segment and e-mobility

Spring is just around the corner. Temperatures are rising. Soon it will be time to switch
back over to summer tires. This is the only
way for motorists to ensure maximum safety
and performance during the warmer season.
Once the temperature exceeds just 7°C,
summer tires have a much shorter braking
distance than winter tires on wet and dry
roads. In these temperature ranges, summer

professional products also offer improved
handling and greater comfort. Changing tires
saves costs and is kind to the environment.
Using winter tires during the summer consumes a lot more fuel and significantly increases tread wear.
In addition to aquaplaning protection, modern premium products offer short braking

distances, precise steering responses, high
cornering forces, good traction, and extremely predictable handling. Two trends have
emerged in recent years in particular: On the
one hand, tires for compact vehicles with
increasingly powerful engine equipment
require approval for ever greater speeds. On
the other hand, car drivers are paying more
and more attention to cost-effective tire solu-

tions with low rolling resistance. In Hanover,
these requirements are traditionally incorporated into products’ performance characteristics. The product development focus of the
Continental premium brand has always been
to optimize all safety-relevant characteristics,
while simultaneously minimizing rolling resistance. This is also reflected in the current
product range.
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Premium summer tires for all passenger
car classes
For example, the ContiEcoContact 5 – the
current model for compact and lower medium-sized class vehicles – offers the ideal
combination of short braking distances on
wet and dry roads with low rolling resistance.
This meant a complete re-development of
the carcass, compound, tire contour, and
tread design. The sum total of the innovative
developments ultimately facilitated a drastic
reduction in rolling resistance of 20 percent
for lower fuel consumption with shortened
braking distances on wet and dry roads. At
the same time, mileage was increased by
12%. This means a vehicle fitted with the
ContiEcoContact 5 tire uses about 3% less
fuel than the same car with standard tires.
The tire has also been approved for speeds
of up to 300 km/h, meeting the demand for
increasingly higher speeds in the smaller
vehicle segment.
The ContiPremiumContact 5 – the standard
tire for vehicles from the compact up to the
luxury class – is also approved for the same
speeds. This high-volume model offers short
stopping distances on dry and wet roads, low
rolling resistance, high mileage performance,
precise handling, and superior ride comfort.
For sporty passenger cars and powerful
SUVs, Continental has developed the
ContiSportContact 5 as well as the ContiSportContact 5 SUV. Both offer high grip
and short braking distances on wet and
dry roads. Particularly noteworthy are the
low rolling resistance and good mileage
for sporty tires. This has been made pos-
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sible, in particular, by the development of a
special “Black Chili” compound that enables
maximized transfer of forces when braking
yet offers low rolling resistance in normal
driving situations. In addition, handling of the
tire is very precise, as a result of which both
the ContiSportContact 5 as well as its big
brother, the ContiSportContact 5 SUV, can
be driven in a highly dynamic fashion. These
tires are also approved up to 300 km/h.
However, the new SportContact 6 tops the
ultra-high-performance segment. The steering precision of this super sports tire has
been increased by 14 percent compared with
the ContiSportContact 5 P, which received
the highest ratings in numerous tire tests.
Handling on dry roads has been improved
by 11 percent. The grip level when driving on
race tracks has been increased by 4 percent,
and the overall wet-grip characteristics of the
new SportContact 6 are 2 percent above the
high level of the previous model. In addition,
service life and comfort have received a
7 percent boost. To bring these significant
improvements over the previous model to
the roads, the technicians in Hanover have
“reinvented” the chemical composition of the
tread, the tread design, and the tire structure.
The further development of the “Black Chili”
tread compound into an innovative high-grip
compound has had a major influence here.
Also new is the force vectoring technology,
which optimizes the transfer of forces. The
third key development step is the use of the
“Aralon 350” reinforcing material developed
specially for the SportContact 6 to offer optimal stability at high speeds.

f.l.t.r.: ContiEcoContact 5, ContiPremiumContact 5

f.l.t.r.: ContiSportContact 5, SportContact 6
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f.l.t.r.: Conti.eContact Hybrid, Conti4x4Contact

f.l.t.r.: Conti4x4SportContact, ContiCrossContact LX Sport
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Special summer professional products
for electric vehicles
The Conti.eContact Hybrid, which has been
developed to meet the specific needs of
electric and hybrid vehicles, offers top-class
performance in a completely different area.
Thanks to the introduction of numerous new
technologies and processes, this new summer
tire is the first Continental product to achieve
the top A rating on the EU Tire Label for both
wet grip and rolling resistance while making
no significant compromises in terms of the
many other performance parameters. This tire
achieves extremely low rolling resistance, one
that is 20 percent lower than that of conventional tires. The Conti.eContact Hybrid also
features safety-relevant characteristics at their
usual high level.
Specialists for four-wheel-drive vehicles
Special challenges always require special
solutions. Although it is easier to pull away
on slippery road surfaces with four-wheeldrive vehicles, in comparison with standard
passenger cars they carry significantly more
weight that needs to be managed when
braking and cornering – and this at speeds
comparable with those of medium-size sedans or even sports cars. Continental offers
different summer tire models for this vehicle
category to meet the needs of the different
vehicles and types of use.
For example, the Conti4x4Contact is particularly well suited as a tire for compact and
standard-weight SUVs and crossovers.
It offers excellent traction on the road and on
easily navigable terrain. It also achieves short
braking distances, a prompt steering response,
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and a high degree of directional stability. The
staggered tread blocks generate minimal
noise, while the tire‘s wide longitudinal and
transverse tread grooves greatly reduce the
risk of aquaplaning.
Continental recommends the Conti4x4SportContact for fast and powerful four-wheeldrive vehicles. Its asymmetrically patterned
tread with the compact outer shoulder area
ensures superb cornering stability, while its
wide tread grooves efficiently expel water
from the tire on rain-slicked roads. In addition, the tread block rows are staggered for a
quieter roll.
The ContiCrossContact LX Sport has been
developed specially for the original equipment market, but is now a popular choice in
the replacement business too and is sold and
distributed via car dealers and the tire trade.
It offers good grip and a precise steering response on wet and dry roads, as well as high
mileage and comfort for more high-powered
vehicles. Its range of possible applications
includes, in particular, motoring on paved
roads, country lanes, and dirt tracks, as well
as light off-road duty – as a tractor unit for
horse trailers, for instance. It is approved for
speeds of up to 300 km/h.
Fourth in the group is the ContiCrossContact AT,
which has been developed to meet the demands of drivers who intend to use their 4x4
vehicles off-road but still want a comfortable
margin of safety in road traffic. The ContiCrossContact AT is also available with white
sidewall marking in many sizes. It is approved
for speeds of up to 210 km/h.
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ContiCrossContact AT

More outstanding test results in
the trade press
Continental products traditionally do very
well in the tests performed each year by the
automotive trade press. And the initial publications show that things are no different this
spring. The testers from AutoBild sportscars
crowned the brand new SportContact 6 the
overall test winner in the 4/2016 issue. Meanwhile, the ContiSportContact 5 came out
on top in the summer tire tests performed
by the GTÜ and Auto Zeitung (6/2016 issue).
In addition, Continental’s premium summer
tires won everyone over in the collaborative

test by the ADAC, ÖAMTC, and TCS automobile clubs, where the ContiSportContact 5
also took first place in its class. The ContiPremiumContact 5 was also rated “good”,
receiving the highest rating from the ADAC.
One reason for these positive results is the
close development partnerships between
Continental and the leading European,
American, and Asian vehicle manufacturers.
Their requirements have grown constantly
over the years. Whereas safety, handling,
comfort, and mileage were of paramount
importance in previous years, factors such

as low rolling resistance, puncture resistance,
very low noise, and adaptation to drive and
engine concepts have also become more
significant. To meet these requirements, the
tire specialist from Hanover offers highly differentiated solutions for fitting ex works and
can develop the right solutions for almost
any vehicle concept. And because Continental is not just Europe’s most important
original equipment partner for the automotive industry, but also an official partner of the
UEFA European Championship 2016™, there
will be particular benefits for end-users who
change their tires this spring. Every motorist

opting for four new summer tires from the
Continental premium brand between March
15 and May 15
will receive an original adidas fan scarf from
the Hanover tire manufacturer for the year’s
biggest football tournament. One lucky person
will even win two tickets (including flights and
accommodation) to watch the best teams
compete for the European championship
from June 10, 2016 in France.
All information on the competition is available
online at www.getyourcontiticket.de.

