
This category covers lift truck and other ve-
hicles used in the automotive industry. The 
automotive industry encompasses the pro-
duction of complete cars as well as the man-
ufacture of engines, axles etc. The production 
takes place in factories that are often very 
large. Equipment fleet sizes of 300-400 vehi-
cles are not unusual and much of this equip-
ment is in a 3 shift service.  The fleet consists 
not only of lift trucks but also of a variety of 
tugs and trailers for the transport of material. 
Usually there are workshops in the factory, 
which will repair and maintain the vehicles. 

An on-site stock of spare wheels is common 
and some sites even have a solid tire press. 

All kinds of floor surfaces are possible from 
finished to sealed and sometimes painted 
floors to rough concrete surfaces. Angle 
iron guides and metallic objects lying around 
cause a continuous problem for tires used in 
these operations.

The majority of lift trucks used are 1200 – 
4000 kg electric trucks. Tow tractors and 
Trailers are also in use.

Common Forklifts
 q Linde
 q Still
 q Jungheinrich  

Common Rubber compound 
 q Clean (non Marking)
 q Standard (Black) 

Common Tread Designs
Tread designs used for solid tires are gener-
ally: SC20 on vehicles running up to 1000 hrs 
per year and BARUM for light applications 
(below 1000 hrs per year). Conti RV20 radial 
tires are recommended for tow tractors, and 
MH20 POB tires for trailers.   

Common sizes drive tires 
 q 180/70-8
 q 225/75-10
 q 200/50-10
 q 7.00R12 (Tow tractor)
 q 250/75-12
 q 250/60-12
 q 355/45-15

Common sizes steer tires 
 q 125/75-8
 q 150/75-8
 q 180/70-8
 q 6.00R9 (Tow Tractor)
 q 200/75-9
 q 140/55-9
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Tire Needs

Low rolling resistance  To reduce fuel consumption in either Electric or LPG operated 
forklifts

Low heat buildup Combined with low rolling resistance is low heat buildup. The 
cooler a tire operates the longer it will last and is less prone 
to premature failure due to delaminating

Cut & chunk resistance Due to impacts from running over objects on the floor or run-
ning into dock plates or guards the tires must have good cut 
and chunk resistance.

Clean Compound Clean (Non-Marking) tires must not leave black marks on the 
floor or carbon dust in the air.

Lifetime Long tread life

Continental offering and benefits

ContiRV20/ContiRT20
Continental’s premium radial lines offer ex-
tended life over a cross ply tire, improved 
driver comfort and greater protection against 
flat tires. When used with the TSR system 
immediate flat tires are eliminated. Another 
advantage of the Continental radials is the 
substantially reduced rolling resistance over 
a cross ply tire.

SC20
The Continental SC20 Solid tires offer excep-
tionally low rolling resistance and low heat 
buildup. This relates to extended tire life and 
reduced costs per hour. (More hours in be-
tween tire changes and lower fuel consump-
tion.)

Value of Continental Rep
Every Continental Industrial Tire sales representative is trained and experienced in lift truck tire ap-
plications and fully understands each and every fleet’s needs. Continental sales reps are available 
to make accurate and fact based recommendations to maximize the lift truck fleet performance.

SC20 Super Clean and Barum Clean
Continental’s Clean compound offers non-
marking performance to automotive industry 
operations. The tire, due to being reinforced 
with Silicates rather than Carbon Black will 
not leave black marks on the floor. The Clean 
compound also offers low rolling resistance 
and low heat buildup.

CSEasy SC20
The improved tire construction of the SC20 
already provides an increase in mileage per-
formance of up to 20%. The special design 
of the CSEasy can increase this by a further 
20%, yielding 40% additional performance in 
certain sizes. With CSEasy your vehicle’s en-
ergy consumption is lowered by up to 12.8% 
due to its substantially reduced rolling re-
sistance. The heat buildup within the tire is 
also lower due to the adapter’s affect on heat 
transference.


