
This category covers lift trucks used in a 
Heavy Metal manufacturing environment. Due 
to the wide range of heavy metal manufactur-
ing in Europe there is a very wide range of lift 
trucks used.

There is no “one” application in this segment. 
There are numerous segments and that is the 
reason there are numerous tire sizes, com-
pounds, tread designs and tire constructions 
used.

Manufacturing locations where the forklifts 
are used only indoors generally use SC20 
Solid tires. Manufacturing locations where the 
forklifts are used both indoors and outdoors 
use a blend of solid tires and pneumatics. 
Tire sizes range from a 180/70-8 to 12.00x20 
Duals (and everything in between).

Common Forklifts
 q Linde
 q Kalmar
 q Hyster
 q Smv
 q Still
 q Yale
 q Toyota
 q Caterpillar
 q Mitsubishi

Electric trucks
(generally for internal use)

 q Solid tires
 q SC20

Diesel, LPG or CNG trucks
(for internal and external use)

 q Solid tires
 q SC20 and Pneumatics tires
 q Conti RT20 (most for heavy trucks)
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Tire Needs

Cut & chunk resistance Due to impacts from running over chunks of metal or other 
debris on the floor or running into dock plates or guards the 
tires must have good cut and chunk resistance. When cut the 
tires must guard against the cut spreading causing a failure 
due to chunking or delamination (separation of layers).

Low rolling resistance To reduce fuel consumption in either Electric or LPG operated 
forklifts

Low heat buildup Combined with low rolling resistance is low heat buildup. The 
cooler a tire operates the longer it will last and is less prone 
to premature failure due to delaminating

Liefetime Long tread life

Continental offering and benefits

SC20
The Continental SC20 offers low rolling re-
sistance, low heat buildup and a soft ride 
which protects the driver, load and forklift. 
The Continental solid tires also offer flat free 
performance and extended tread life.

Conti RT20
Continental’s premium radial line offers ex-
tended life over a cross ply tire, improved 
driver comfort and greater protection against 
flat tires. When used with the TSR system 
immediate flat tires are eliminated. Another 
advantage of the Continental radials is the 
substantially reduced rolling resistance over 
a cross ply tire 

Value of Continental Rep
Every Continental Industrial Tire sales representative is trained and experienced in lift truck tire ap-
plications and fully understands each and every fleet’s needs. Continental sales reps are available 
to make accurate and fact based recommendations to maximize the lift truck fleet performance.


