Press Release

Continental wins design complaint against Heuver
Bandengroothandel B.V.
Hanover, July 15, 2019. In its ruling of December 2018, the Hamburg Regional Court confirmed
that certain Aeolus-branded tires infringe an EU design patent of Continental. Continental had filed
a complaint in 2016 concerning Aeolus truck tires (Aeolus ATR 33 and Neo Allroads T+) advertised
and sold in the EU by tire wholesaler Heuver because their profile showed design elements similar
to those developed by Continental for its successful HTR 2 tires and which it had protected
according to EU law (registered Community design). Among other issues, the ruling covered a
prohibition of sales of the affected Aeolus tires, a claim for damages and a claim for the recall of
tires already sold by Heuver. After the ruling, Heuver and Continental reached an out-of-court
settlement that also includes the claims listed by Continental in the ruling.
Constantin Batsch, who is responsible at Continental for the truck tire replacement market in
Europe, the Middle East and Africa, expressed his satisfaction with the judgement. “We continually
invest significantly in research and development to be able to offer our customers innovative and
high-performance products,” said Batsch. “Continental accordingly takes any unauthorized use of
our patents, brands or other intellectual property rights or infringements of these extremely
seriously, and will continue to enforce its rights by legal means in future.”

Continental develops pioneering technologies and services for sustainable and connected mobility of
people and their goods. Founded in 1871, the technology company offers safe, efficient, intelligent, and
affordable solutions for vehicles, machines, traffic and transportation. In 2018, Continental generated sales
of €44.4 billion and currently employs around 245,000 people in 60 countries and markets.
The Tire division has 24 production and development locations worldwide. As one of the leading tire
manufacturers with around 56,000 employees, the division posted sales of €11.4 billion in 2018. Continental
ranks among the technology leaders in tire production and offers a broad product range for passenger cars,
commercial vehicles and two-wheelers. Through continuous investment in R&D, Continental makes a major
contribution to safe, cost-effective and ecologically efficient mobility. The Tire division’s portfolio includes
services for the tire trade and for fleet applications, as well as digital management systems for commercial
vehicle tires.
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