
 

Continental Increases Production at U.S. Pre-Cured 
Tread Plant Due to High Retread Demand  

• Pre-Cured Tread Plant in Mount Vernon, Ill., adds a second production shift

• Expected to reach 300 percent increase in production vs. last year

FORT MILL, S.C. – May 13, 2019. Continental, one of the largest automotive suppliers and tire 

manufacturers in the world, continues to increase production at the pre-cured tread 

manufacturing plant it added to its Mount Vernon, Ill., campus in February 2018. The plant is 

prepared for an expected 300 percent increase in production this year, thanks to its high-tech 

manufacturing process and retread sales growth. In March, the company hired a second shift of 

production employees to support the additional volume demands. 

“Continental saw a double-digit percent increase in demand for our retreads in North America 

last year,” said Tom Fanning, vice president of sales and marketing for commercial vehicle tires. 

“We expect that growth to continue as the quality of ContiTread becomes better known in the 

market and as we continue to add new partners to our ContiLifeCycle retreader network.” 

ContiTread pre-cured tread rubber is only available to ContiLifeCycle retread partners of 

Continental, and is recognized for its premium quality. Many tread patterns are identical to 

Continental’s new tires, giving customers a “looks like new, runs like new” advantage. 

The pre-cured tread plant is realizing efficiencies thanks to its sophisticated manufacturing 

equipment, as well as its location on Continental’s Mount Vernon campus, home to one of the 

largest rubber mixing operations in North America. 

“We are achieving phenomenal outcomes by leveraging the team’s 40 years of experience in 

truck tire manufacturing to improve the tread profiles and rubber mixing process,” said John 

Barnes, head of ContiLifeCycle retreading for the Americas. 

By investing in technologically advanced production machinery, Continental ensures the quality 

and consistency of its retread products and maximizes safety for plant personnel. The company 

also positions itself as an employer of choice for the manufacturing workforce of the future, 

which includes programmers and other engineering functions. 
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“Our changeover process to move from producing one retread pattern to producing a different 

one is completely driven by programming,” explained Barnes. “Where other plants, from other 

manufacturers, may have to go through a manual process, we’re able to create an automatic 

one, driven by digital expertise. This shortens our changeover time significantly. It also requires 

a different skill set in the operators.” 

One of the largest automotive suppliers and tire manufacturers in the world, Continental 

develops pioneering technologies to make fleets safer, more efficient, and more connected. 

With innovative tire technology and digital fleet solutions, Continental optimizes tire lifecycle 

management to deliver the Lowest Overall Driving Cost. 
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Continental develops pioneering technologies and services for sustainable and connected mobility of 
people and their goods. Founded in 1871, the technology company offers safe, efficient, intelligent, and 
affordable solutions for vehicles, machines, traffic and transportation. In 2018, Continental generated 
preliminary sales of €44.4 billion and currently employs around 244,000 people in 60 countries and 
markets. 

The Tire division has 24 production and development locations worldwide. As one of the leading tire 
manufacturers with around 54,000 employees, the division posted sales of €11.3 billion in 2017. 
Continental ranks among the technology leaders in tire production and offers a broad product range for 
passenger cars, commercial vehicles and two-wheelers. Through continuous investment in R&D, 
Continental makes a major contribution to safe, cost-effective and ecologically efficient mobility. The Tire 
division’s portfolio includes services for the tire trade and for fleet applications, as well as digital 
management systems for commercial vehicle tires. 
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